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ENGLISH 3901--Language and Linguistics 
Dr. Rosemary Buck, Associate Professor 
Office: Coleman Hall 339E 
Telephone: Office: 581-5012 (Please leave voice mail if I'm not there) 
Mailbox: English Dept Office, Room 308 Coleman 
Offi.ceHours: 1:00-2:00 MWF and by appointment 
Required textbooks at TRS: Language: Readings in Language and Culture by Clark, 
Eschholz, and Rosa (6th edition) and English Grammar by Jeffrey Kaplan (2nd edition). 
There will also be additional readings on reserve in the library. 
Course Objective 
This course is a brief survey and introduction to the field of linguistics. We will examine the 
structural, social, psychological, and historical aspects oflanguage. We will be looking at 
issues that apply across language families, but we will focus on aspects of American English 
in particular. We will study how language works from a descriptive perspective, how a first 
language is acquired, and how language and people's attitudes about language vary across 
social and cultural settings. 
Course Evaluation 
Grade for the course will be based on 3 exams and a research project. All are equally 
weighted at 25%. In addition, daily home assignments will be required (language problem 
exercises). You will need to complete these home exercises before each class meeting, as we 
will be discussing them in class. All exams will be based on these home assignments. The 
home assignments are an integral part of this course. A student's final grade for the course 
will be lowered if the student comes to class four times unprepared with home assignments. 
Grading Scale in this course is always 100-90% = A; 89-80% = B; 79-70% = C; 69-60% = D; 
below 60% = F. 
Active Attendance 
I will expect you to attend every class because teaching/learning requires dialogue and 
without you we can have no dialogue. Our class work on the analysis and discussion of 
linguistic utterances is a crucial part of this course. Come to class ready to articulate your 
knowledge and formulate your questions for the class. (Please be on time for class; habitual 
tardiness is disruptive and disrespectful of other class members.) 
An absence policy is important so that I can be equitable to all members of the class and so 
that you will be successful in this class. Please not.e that more than five unexcused 
absences in this courae is grounds for failing this course. 
Definition of an excused absence: 
1. University obligation, in which case you will need to present me in advance with a letter 
explaining the purpose and date of your upcoming absence. 
2. Emergency or medical illness, in which case you will need to call my answering machine 
at 581-5012 on the day of your absence to let me know that you will not be in class. 
If you are absent, I will expect you to find out from someone in the class what you've 
missed so that you'll be prepared for the next class meeting. Worksheets and handouts will 
only be distributed once; it is your responsibility to photocopy assignments from another 
student if you are absent. 
Only students with an excused absence on the day of a test may take an alternative test 
within the week of the scheduled exam. Papers and other assignments are due on the 
designated dates. No late work will be accepted unless for excused reasons. 
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Where to Go For Help with this Course 
Please always feel free t.o meet with me in 339E Coleman Hall during office hours (and by 
appointment) or call me if you would like more individualized discussion of your research 
assignment, daily work and progress in this course. If you would like additional help with 
the writing process of your research assignment, go t.o the Writing Center. CH 301, where 
graduate students can help you with planning, drafting, revising your papers. 'lbeir phone 
number is 581-5929. 
Students with Disabilities 
If you have a documented disability and wish t.o receive academic accommodations, please 
contact the Coordinat.or of the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible. 
Paper Project and Reading 
Attached you'll find possible research assignments. You have a choice of the type of 
research you would like t.o do. You may choose for yourself the type of format you would like 
t.o work in: 1) a traditional paper (scope 10 pages); 2) a web/library based annotated 
bibliography portfolio or 3) a field research project. Whatever the format of your research, 
however, you will be asked t.o present the information you learned from your project t.o the 
class so that we all can learn about the subject from your research ( a 20-minute 
presentation). If you opt t.o write a paper, you may simply read your paper out loud for the 
presentation. We will spend a few class periods in the library so that you will have time t.o 
gather your materials. If none of these projects appeals t.o you, feel free t.o select your own 
topic but please see me for approval before you get start.ed. 
Some things to keep in mind if you are doing a web project. Be sure t.o always include 
web addresses. Be critical in your commentary, sorting out unscholarly and elementary sites 
from scholarly ones. (My experience is that the best websites are those by professors who 
specialize in the area you are searching.) Include in your portfolio sample pages from only 
useful sites t.o illustrate the kinds of information offered. Your portfolio and bibliography 
must be carefully organized and explained and may not be a collection of print.outs. It 
should be organized in a logical fashion, including detailed critical commentary and carefully 
select.ed samples that show richness in the field rather than simplicity. 
Your final paper or annotated bibliography should be documented according t.o the 
guidelines of The MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 4th edition (you can request 
a copy that is kept behind the desk in the reference room of the library). 
I'm looking forward to working with you this semester on our study of language and 
linguistics. 
English Department Statement Concerning Plagiarism 
Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism--"'lbe appropriation or imitation of the 
language, ideas and/or thoughts of another author, and representation of them as one's 
original work" (Random House DU:tWnary of the Engli.sk Language)--has the right and the 
responsibility to impose upon the guilty student an appropriate penalty, up t.o and including 
immediate assignment of a grade of F for the assignment and a grade of N/C for the course, 
and to report the incident t.o the Judicial Affairs Office. 
**This schedule should be used as a guideline, but we are likely t.o make changes as we go along 
depending on the needs of the class. 
RR = reading on Reserve in Booth Library. 
Course Readings for English 3901 
Week One 
Introduction to the course; Grammar and Language Attitudes. 
Kaplan, Chapter One (pp. 1-34), "Some Ways of Thinking About Grammar." 
RR Language Files #1.5, "Prescriptive Versus Descriptive Rules of Grammar." 
Week Two 
Phonetics and Phonology 
Kaplan, Chapter Two (pp. 35-71), "The Structure of English Sound." 
Language, "Phonetics" by Edward Callary, pp. 113-133. 
Jan 18 Holiday 
Weeks Three and Four 
Morphology 
Kaplan, Chapter Three (pp. 72-107), "The Structure of English Words." 
Language, "The Minim.al Units of Meaning: Morphemes" by Ohio State, pp. 134-143. 
Language, "The Identification of Morphemes" by Gleason, pp. 144-153. 
Week Four 
TEST#l 
Week Five 
Psycholinguistics: First Language Acquisition 
Language, "The Acquisition of Language" by Moskovitz, pp. 529-555. 
Language, "How Children Learn Words," Miller and Gildea, pp. 580-587. 
RR Language Files #9. 2, "The Innateness Hypothesis." 
Feb 12 Holiday 
Weeks Six and Seven 
Syntax 
Kaplan, Chapter 4 (pp. 108-162), "Parts of Speech: Major and Minor Classes." 
Kaplan, Chapter 5 (pp. 163-206), "Nouns and Verbs: Subclasses and Features." 
Language, "What do Native Speakers Know about their Language?" by Jacobs and Rosenbaum, pp. 
183-188. 
Language, "The Structure of Sentences" by Frank Heny, pp. 189-224. 
RR Language Files, #6.1 - 6. 7 (Linear Order, Lexical Categories, Phrasal Categories, Subcategories, 
PS Rules, Transformations, Word Order Typology). 
Week Eight 
TEST#2 
Week Nine 
Research Week--Meet in the library 
Week Ten: Spring Break 
Week Eleven 
Sociolinguistics: Language Variation 
Language. "Social and Regional Variation" by Marckwardt and Dillard, pp. 277-291. 
Language, "Dialects: How They Differ" by Shuy, pp. 292-312. 
PROJECT #1 THE MIDWESTERN DIALECT 
Language, "The Study of Nonstandard English" by Labov, pp. 313-320. 
RR Language Files #12.3 (Language and Socio-Economic Status) 
RR Language Files #12.4 (Appalachian English) 
Language, "It's the Talk ofNueva York: The Hybrid Called Spanglish" by Alvarez, pp. 483-487. 
PROJECT #2 LANGUAGE VARIATION 
Week Twelve 
Language, "Pidgins and Creoles" by Crystal, pp. 321-327. 
RR Language Files #11.2 - 11.3 (Pidgin and Creole Languages) 
PROJECT #3 PIDGINS AND CREOLES 
Language, "It Bees Dat Way Sometime" by Smitherman, pp. 328-343. 
RR Language Files #12.5 (African-American English) 
PROJECT #4 AFRICAN-AMERICAN ENGLISH AND EBONI CS 
Week Thirteen 
Sociolinguistics: Bilingualism and Identity 
Language, "Talking in a New Land" by Cunha, p. 3-12 
Language, "Finding a Voice" by Kingston, pp. 13-18 
PROJECTS #5 AND #6 BILINGUALISM 
PROJECT #7 LANGUAGE AND EDUCATION 
April 7-9 Out of town on university business--no class. 
Week Fourteen 
Sociolinguistics: Language and Literature 
Language, "Sociolinguistic Analysis of Dialogues and First-Person Narratives in Fiction" by Hudson, 
pp. 740-748 
PROJECT #8 LINGUISTICS AND LITERATURE 
Week Fifteen: Sociolinguistics: Language and Gender 
Language, "Girl-Talk--Boy Talk" by Pfeiffer, pp. 357-364 
Language, "I'll Explain it to You" by Tannen, pp. 365-378 
Language, "Men, Women, and Computers" by Kantrowitz, pp. 397-404 
RR Feminist Stylistics by Mills, Chapter 4, pp. 83-127. 
RR Language Awareness, "Sexism in English" by Nilsen 
RR Language Awareness. "One Small Step for Genkind" by Miller and Swift 
PROJECT #9 LANGUAGE AND GENDER 
Week Sixteen 
Historical Linguistics: History of the English Language 
Language, "A Brief History of English" by Roberts, pp. 420-430. 
RR Finegan and Besnier, Chapter 14, Language: Its Structure and Use 
PROJECT #10 OLD ENGLISH 
Week Sixteen 
PROJECTS DUE APRIL 30 
Finals Week 
TEST#3 
